A tense and aspect decision-making machine:

In order to fine-tune the concept he + work, the speaker needs to make the following choices (start at 1):

1.
a. situation is not remote ( 2


b. situation is remote ( 5

2.
a. situation seen in its entirety ( 3

b. situation seen as being in progress ( 4

3.
a. situation not seen retrospectively (present simple (he works)

b. situation seen retrospectively ( present perfect (he has worked)
4.
a. situation not seen retrospectively (present progressive (he is working)

b. situation seen retrospectively ( present perfect progressive(he has been working)

5.
a. situation seen in its entirety ( 6

b. situation seen as being in progress ( 7

6.
a. situation not seen retrospectively (past simple (he worked)

b. situation seen retrospectively ( past perfect (he had worked)
7.
a. situation not seen retrospectively (past progressive (he was working)

b. situation seen retrospectively ( past perfect progressive(he had been working)
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